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Introduction 


This e-book consists of two chapters, “‘Disenchantment’ Is Queer Through and Through” 


(Chapter 1), “Counting Beans: Power, Mental Health, and Queerness in ‘Disenchantment’ Part 
4” (Chapter 2), along with concluding words I wrote in August 2023. As a warning, there are 
spoilers for the series. Also, the second chapter has a content warning for topics such as death, 
blood, murder, trauma, sexual intercourse, and mental health. 


This post brings together two reviews I wrote of the mature animation, a mix of comedy, 
fantasy adventure, and satire while working for The Geekiary (I left that publication in December 
2022). I am publishing it in advance of the scheduled release of the final part, and season, of 
Disenchantment, on September | of this year. Funny enough, my first pop culture review for The 
Geekiary was on Disenchantment. As such, the text used in this e-book was originally published 
in March 2021 (reposted on my WordPress blog on July 7, 2020) and February 2022 (reposted 
on my WordPress blog on December 2, 2022). 


Also, the seasons/parts of Disenchantment can be a bit confusing, but it is relatively simple 
to understand. Parts 1 and 2 consisted of 20 episodes together (10 episodes per part), and 
constituted Season One. Parts 3 and 4 also consisted of 20 episodes together, again 10 episodes 
per part, and constitute Season Two. Part 5 is 10 episodes long and would be the first section of 
Disenchantment’s season three, but Netflix did not renew it for another 10 episodes. 


I did some spell-check and other revisions to ensure this text made sense, and to correct any 
errors that I made in the original text, which comes to over 6,400 words! Otherwise, the text is 
almost the same. Happy Reading! 


- Burkely 
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Chapter One: “Disenchantment” Is Queer Through and 
Through 


Image via Twitter @Disenchantment 


In recent years, series like She-Ra and the Princesses of Power, DuckTales, Steven 
Universe, and Adventure Time have praised for their LGBTQ representation, making strides, and 
laying the groundwork for animation going forward. However, one series is often not recognized 
in this same respect: Disenchantment, Matt Groening’s adult animated comedy series. 

On January 15, 2021, the first half of Season 2, and the third part of Disenchantment was 
released on Netflix. The show centers around three characters: Princess Bean of Dreamland, 
voiced by Abbi Jacobson, a demon Luci, voiced by Eric Andre, and an elf named Elfo, voiced by 


Nat Faxon. 
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The queerness of Disenchantment did not begin with the latest season, but it is integrated 
into the show itself, beginning in Season One. For instance, in one episode, "Love's Tender 
Rampage," a married woman casually admits she slept with her chambermaid because she is 
"attracted to people who are good at their job," admitting openly that she is a lesbian. No one 
bats an eye or criticizes her for that. In another episode, "The Limits of Immortality," a griffin 
helps the show’s protagonists. They have a masculine appearance, saying they are a lady and that 
gender "is a spectrum." Again, everyone accepts this and moves on, with no other comment. At 
the end of one episode, "Stairway to Hell," the nameless, faceless god says he invented "they" 
before "he" or "she" but that no one mentions this. 

Throughout Disenchantment, two supporting male characters are shown to be ina 
romantic relationship, which becomes an important subplot. Odval (voiced by Maurice 
LaMarche), the Prime Minister of Dreamland, scheming to expand his power in Dreamland, and 
Sorcerio (voiced by Billy West), a royal adviser and wizard, are a gay couple. This is first shown 
in the episode "The Limits of Immortality." They often call each other lovers and are part of a 
mysterious secret society known as the Seekers, which engages in sex orgies. One reviewer for 
Indie Wire noted that Sorcerio and Odval had been "a couple for a long time." They even wink at 
each other as a sort of secret code in one episode. Apart from Odval and Sorcerio, it is implied 
that an exorcist named Big Jo (voiced by Maurice LaMarche), and his assistant, Porky, are in a 
relationship, with Elfo saying, in one episode, that Jo and Porky are in a "toxic relationship." 

Queer themes continued in part 1 of Season 2. In the episode "Steamland Confidential," 
Bean travels to the steampunk city aptly named Steamland, which originally appeared in the 
Season | episode "The Electric Princess." On one hand, this world is driven by logic, 
modernized, and acts as a foil (and alternative) to Dreamland. On the other, it is egalitarian and is 
more "progressive in terms of gender equality than Dreamland," as noted by JGN, giving Bean a 
new perspective. 

In the episode "Freak Out!," after running away from Alva Gunderson (voiced by 
Richard Ayoade), who wants to begin an alliance between Steamland and Dreamland, between 
magic and science, Bean is helped by a female explorer named Lady Bowmore (voiced by Tress 
MacNeille). When a man will not let Bean go into the League of Gallivanting Scrutinators, 
Bowmore calls Bean "hot trash" and brings her inside, with indications that she likes Bean and 


Bean likes her. 
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The episode “Last Splash” literally blew representation in Disenchantment out of the 


water. The whole episode is a love story between Bean and Mora (voiced by Meredith Hagner), a 
mermaid and entertainer who failed to become a star, trapped in a carnival with other so-called 
“freaks,” all of whom Bean freed from their cages. 

Bean, Mora, and Elfo named the Miss Adventure to her homeland. 
Bean to Mora about her feelings and . After a little ditty to Bean, 
they kiss and have sex. The following morning, Bean wakes up and does not find the necklace 
Mora made for her around her neck, deeply distressing her. At the end of the episode, the 
necklace washes up to the shore and then was , confirming that what 
happened wasn’t a dream. 

David Opie praised the episode for the tender episode between Bean and 
Mora, exploring Bean’s identity with "a kind, gentle respect," and said that based on her past 
encounters with men, it means that Bean is either or pansexual, but this is never defined 
directly. He praised this as groundbreaking to see the lead of an animated show express "queer 
feelings like this," arguing that lead characters in TV are still "rarely allowed to deviate from 
heteronormativity." 

Opie’s analysis is confirmed by the fact that at the end of the episode "Love’s Tender 
Rampage," a drunken Bean kisses Elfo, and in the episode "The Very Thing," it is implied that 
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Bean likes mermaids. In other episodes, she is shown trying to have sex with various male 
callers, who run away after realizing she is a princess. Furthermore, the fact that Jacobson is 
bisexual may give some hints on her character's queerness. 

However, Opie’s argument that the whole storyline with Mora is "dropped entirely" 
because the show is more "concerned with advancing the wider plot ready for season four" and 
that "Last Splash" is a one-off episode, is only half-true. While it is correct that Mora does not 
appear in any other episodes of the season, and that the show has this plot to prepare for the 
second half of Season Two, in the episode "Bad Moon Rising," Bean tries to process her 
experience with Mora. She is distraught because she falsely thinks it was all a hallucination. 
Sitting in her room, which just happens to have a painting of a naked mermaid on the wall, she 
tells her stepmother, Oona, about it. She calls the experience with Mora "so hot I didn’t even 
care about the sand." 

Oona tells her she hopes that someday, "the right man, woman, or creature will mate with 
you," showing that she is ok with anyone having a relationship with her stepdaughter. This is a 
progressive attitude in the regressive Dreamland society. In the same episode, Bean bursts into a 
council meeting, declaring that "gender is a construct" when they tell her that women aren’t 
allowed in the meeting. Begrudgingly, they listen to her plan to protect Dreamland. 

Disenchantment is a step forward for Matt Groening in terms of inclusive storytelling. 
Opie points this out, noting that Futurama never had any authentic LGBTQ representation, apart 
from an alien named Yivo who appeared in the made-for-TV film based on the series, The Beast 
with a Billion Backs. Yivo (voiced by David Cross), as Opie explains, might have been the first 
non-binary character, as they have no defined gender. This is because they date, and later marry, 
all those in the universe. While Yivo later breaks up with all of them by the end of the film, sklee 
remains in a relationship with Colleen O'Hallahan (Brittany Murphy) who once had five 
boyfriends. However, the series proper included a trans character named Hermaphrobot (voiced 
by John DiMaggio) who has been criticized for her "intersex slur-referencing name," and her 


character playing into stereotypes. 


Groening’s other major animation, The Simpsons, also explored queerness to a varying 
degree. Patty Bouvier was outed as a lesbian in season 16, and Waylon Smithers, who was 
always gay-coded, did not come out as gay until Season 27! As Opie rightly points out, The 


Simpsons still lacks "strong queer representation when it comes to its central characters." 
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Even though Bean is a strong queer protagonist, who often gets drunk and in trouble, 


many reviewers in mainstream pop culture publications are overly critical of Disenchantment, 
almost dismissing it entirely. Take, for example, a 2018 commentary by Melanie McFarland of 
Salon. When reviewing the show’s first season, it states that people should not buy into the 
feminist framing of the show, because of the gender composition of the writers, noting that a 
room full of White male writers deemed the racial stereotype of Apu in The Simpsons, 
highlighted by Hari Kondabolu’s documentary, as acceptable. 

This is still a valid point when looking at the writers listed on the Wikipedia page for the 
show. After all, in a recent BBC News interview, Groening said he didn’t have a problem with 
the way Apu was portrayed, voiced by a White actor Hank Azaria, adding that they are not going 
out of their way “to comfort bigots” while calling racism and bigotry a big problem. 

Even so, the show does make a strong statement about female empowerment even in the 
non-racial patriarchy of Dreamland, as McFarland calls it. For example, in the episode “In Her 
Own Write,” Bean goes to a coffee shop and meets a woman there who convinces her to start 
writing, leading her to write a play. However, due to ingrained sexism, her play is rejected 
because she is a woman. After Merkimer (voiced by Matt Berry), one of the suitors chosen by 


her father, King Zog (voiced by John DiMaggio), who she accidentally turned into a pig, takes 
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the play from her, and turns it into a terrible production, she does a stand-up act at the coffee 
shop. Her father, disgusted by the play, supports her wholeheartedly. 

Many fans have been excited about the Morabeanie ship, including the person running 
the official Twitter account for Disenchantment, who has posted about it over and over since the 
series premiere, even RTing fans excited about the pairing. 

Hopefully, in the second half of Season 2, Bean’s identity as a queer woman, whether she 
is pansexual or bisexual, is explored more through the re-appearance of Mora, since both deserve 


happiness. 


© 2021-2023 Burkely Hermann. All rights reserved. 
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Chapter Two: Counting Beans: Power, Mental Health, and 
Queerness in "Disenchantment" Part 4 


On February 9, the ten episodes of Disenchantment's Part 4 aired on Netflix. It continues 


the story of Bean, a fearless Princess, attempting to return to her homeland, Dreamland. She 
hopes to reclaim the throne but faces internal and external challenges which prevent her from 
completing this quest. 

Disenchantment is an animated fantasy, sitcom, adventure, and satire, by Matt Groening. 
He is best known for his long-running animated sitcom, The Simpsons, and his late animated sci- 
fi comedy-drama, Futurama. Groening is the series showrunner along with Josh Weinstein and 
Claudia Katz. Eric Horsted, Bill Oakley, and Patric V. Verrone are co-executive producers. 

Part 4 of Disenchantment begins with Dagmar (Sharon Horgan) kidnapping her daughter, 
Princess Bean (Abbi Jacobson). Dagmar tries to force her to marry the King of Hell, Satan (Rich 
Fulcher), to "seal the deal" between Bean's homeland, Dreamland, and Hell. Bean's friend, Luci 
(Eric Andre), tries to leave Heaven. Elfo (Nat Faxon) tries to escape the ogres who have captured 
him. 
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Luci and Jerry (David Herman) help Bean flee Hell. They can commandeer an airship en 
route to Dreamland. On the way, they rescued Elfo. Once back in Dreamland, they discover that 
Bean's devious cousins, Aunt Becky (Lucy Montgomery) and Uncle Cloyd (Fulcher), are ruling 
Dreamland. Later, agreement Bean and her dad, Zog (John DiMaggio), agree to share power in 
Dreamland. Becky, Cloyd, and their newfound puppet friend, Freckles (DiMaggio), try to 
manipulate whoever they can to gain power. Bean tries to be a better ruler. She has recurring 
nightmares and faces Satan and Dagmar. The latter pushes Bean into the water and seizes control 
of the throne. 

The series maintains its "good rhythm." It has occasional humor, like a recurring joke 
where Luci loses his head, and must put it back on. There are twisted plots, occasional nudity, 
smoking, and drinking, mainly by Bean. This is so important to her character that when she 
drinks less, her friends Luci and Elfo get worried. 

Throughout the series, there are bloody scenes and casual violence. Characters injure 
each other with swords, spears, and other weapons. Some are even eaten by worms. The level of 


violence is akin to the violence in /nside Job. 


Power, authority, manipulation, and exploitation 

There is the continual struggle for power and authority in Disenchantment. Cloyd and 
Becky engage in human experimentation to create their own goons. They also try and manipulate 
anyone to complete their goals. After their reported defeat, Bean and Zog agree to rule together. 
Both face an evil puppet named Freckles who works for Becky and Cloyd. 

Later, Bean tries to give back and let people come to her in hopes of solving their 


problems. This is akin to what Rapunzel sings about in a Season 1 episode of Rapunzel's Tangled 


Adventure. In the case of Bean, it doesn't work out, and she ends up getting exhausted. 

Freckles becomes one of the evilest characters of the series. After Sorcerio brings him 
"back to life," in an homage to Frankenstein, he tries to manipulate Zog. He has more success 
with Jasper and Derek (voiced by Tress MacNeille), teaching them to fight dirty. As a result, 
Derek ends up killing one of the bullies by accident. He feels bad about this and goes with Jasper 
and Derek, leaving town. Before they leave, Freckles visits the bullies, and he reveals that he had 


staged the fight. 
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Eh, not Bean. She's all mad and lonely. 


Freckles tries to drive Zog and Bean apart 
This reminds me of how Khepra paid off people to fight with her, and the show's 
protagonist, Cleo, in Cleopatra in Space. Like Freckles, Khepra did this to gain her trust, while 


she was working with the villain the whole time. In Disenchantment, his efforts are for naught. 
The series ends with Dagmar and Satan in charge, willing to do anything to keep their power. 

This series has a major focus on organized religion, just like gen:LOCK. There are places 
named "heaven" and "hell." Luci appears in Heaven despite the fact he is a demon. God (voiced 
by Phil LaMarr) tells Jerry that God is everywhere, even in a toilet when people are taking a 
crap. He also says that the troubles of humans are for them to sort out, so he doesn't intervene. 
Hell is a place that people can travel to with a scary elevator. On the one hand, the series depicts 
religion as restorative. Zog becomes more at peace with himself while in a monastery. On the 
other hand, it is a place of violence. Bean's doppelganger kills her inside a church during one of 
her nightmares. 

Organized religion is only one form of exploitation and oppression depicted in Part 4 of 
Disenchantment. Some episodes serve as commentary about trophy hunting, explorers, and zoos. 


In episode 7, explorers from the League of Gallivanting Scrutinators come in an airship from 


Steamland. They hope to catch game in the forest. 
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While they can't capture the "right" animal, they still capture a "beast." When a huge fire 
burns a huge swath of the forest after explorers speared Zog's cigar rather than him, they leave 
and don't look back. 

In the final episode, Odval and Zog search for Derek, Jasper, and Freckles. They try and 
save them. Unfortunately, someone in Steamland kidnaps them for an exhibition, making them 


part of a supposed "freak show." 


Memories, dreams, and mental health 

Like Inside Job, memories and dreams are a central part of Disenchantment. This begins 
with Freckles invading the dreams of Zog and Bean. He probes into the Zog's repressed 
memories. This reveals hidden trauma. He hopes to turn Zog and Bean, who is 19 years old, 
against one another. This strategy is unsuccessful. 

Episode 6 takes place almost exclusively in an underwater kingdom, Bean wants to atone 
to the sea trogs for what their ancestors did. This is after Zog reveals that humans took 
Dreamland from the elves. She finds out that the sea trogs put worms into people's ears, mind- 
controlling them, a little like the brain worms in Star Wars: The Clone Wars. She barely escapes 
alive. 

Throughout the last few episodes of Part 4, Bean begins to have recurring nightmares. 
She becomes so dedicated to stopping them that she cuts the rope to the elevator to hell. This 
causes Hansel and Gretel to plummet to their deaths! This is because she believes that the person 
in her dreams is her sadistic mother, Dagmar. When she drinks a special liquid, her nightmares 
become clearer. She then discovers something horrifying: the person she has been following is 
herself. It was an unexpected twist, for sure. 

This makes for an exciting final episode. Bean debates her evil doppelganger, who she 
calls "Bad Bean." She begins starts to trust and believe Bad Bean. Akin to Darth Sidious training 
Anakin Skywalker on how to concentrate his hatred, Bad Bean tells Bean that her electric powers 
only flow when she is angry. She riles her up, saying she should be furious at the "damn 
patriarchy" and the "whole system." At one point, she taunts her by saying she knows what a 


mermaid kiss tastes like. 
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As it turns out, Bad Bean is a total snake. She does the switcheroo and traps Bean in her 
own dream. She only gets rescued with the help of her friends and can kill the Bad Bean. 
Although Bean does not defeat her sadistic mother, the series has an optimistic message. 

Disenchantment seems to be saying that you can take control of your mind and body, and 
push out bad thoughts and attitudes. The series makes clear that everyone has a part inside them 


capable of great harm. This means that it is a struggle to keep that part of yourself in check. 


“Have a fifth beer, Bean." 
And, "Have a sixth beer, Bean." 


Bad Bean (on the bed) talking to "good" Bean 

This connects to the show's commentary on mental asylums. Early on in Part 4, Zog 
expresses his trauma from someone burying him alive during Part 3 and has "therapy sessions." 
He even begins to speak normally, rather than honking, even to his fellow inmate, Giggles. 

At one point, he tries to kill the therapist after the therapist declares he will stay there 
forever. Instead of the therapist facing consequences, they believe Zog is the one at fault. Zog is 
then taken away to a room and put in a straitjacket. The series seems to depict mental institutions 
as agents of oppression that engage in structural violence. 

Chazzzzz (voiced by Herman), the practitioner who tortures people, works at the asylum. 
He is someone who enforces this structural violence onto Zog and other inmates. Luckily, Zog 


flees and his loyal servants, Vip and Vap help him. 
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In these ways, the series has some similar themes to ND Stevenson's Nimona. That 
webcomic, and later graphic novel, does a better job at showing structural violence than 


Disenchantment. 


Romance and queer themes 

Early this month, David Opie, TV editor for Digital Spy, tweeted that Part 4 
of Disenchantment could have been "queerer this time round." I have to agree. I say this as a 
person whose first review for The Geekiary was about Disenchantment parts 1-3. At the time, I 
argued that queerness in Disenchantment is "integrated into the show itself." I noted the casual 


queerness, the gay relationship between Odval and Sorcerio, and the possible relationship 


between Big Jo and Porky. I pointed to Bean and Lady Bowmore crushing on one another, the 
love story between Mora and Bean, and that Bean is bisexual or pansexual. 

I even said that the story is a step forward for Matt Groening, in terms of inclusive 
storytelling. I pointed to stereotypes in Futurama and the lack of strong queer representation 
among The Simpsons main cast. I have become a better writer and editor since then and I'm more 
critical of the series now than I was back then. 

Romance is an important theme in Disenchantment. The series sends the message that 
love should be heartfelt rather than forced. Dagmar's arranged marriage between Satan and Bean 
is portrayed negatively. Even the theme of their wedding is "love is hell" which is like how Greg 
Universe described love as "torture" to Rose Quartz in Steven Universe. 

Although Bean's mom puts her in leg irons and handcuffs, she still rebels. She gets Satan 
to dislike her and cuts Dagmar's hand, so that she is the "Queen of Dreamland" on paper rather 
than her. This will likely have significance in future seasons. In other episodes, Zog reconnects 
with Ursula, learning he has another son named Jasper, a bear cub. He later bonds with his 
daughter, Bean, as well. 

This interconnects with queer moments weaved throughout Part 4. In episode 4, Bean 
realizes what the audience already knew: her romance with the mermaid, Mora (voiced by 
Meredith Hagner), was real. In a later episode, Freckles refers to Bean's romance with Mora to 
set her off. In another episode, Luci tells Bean that "pearls don't go with your whole tomboy 


femme thing anyway." 
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The first part of the phrase could refer to the term "pearl-clutch," with gay men using it to 
mean a "sense of shock, surprise, and awed admiration." Alternatively, it could be a reference to 
another related term: "pearl-clutching." That is a charge often lobbed at women, accusing them 
of "not being liberal, or feminist, or open-minded enough." The latter seems more likely than the 
former. 


Luci's use of the term "tomboy femme" likely refers to when someone plays with their 


gender presentation. It blurs the "lines between what it is to be purely on one side of the feminine 


to masculine spectrum." This includes pairing designs seen as masculine with those seen as 


feminine. 


Bean-Mora slow romance and other queer moments 

Part 4 of Disenchantment continues the very slow romance between Bean and Mora. At 
the end of episode 6, Mora saves Bean, and she slips away, telling Bean, saying "damn it, I got to 
go." As such, Bean doesn't realize she was even there. In the following episode, she is defensive 
about who saved her. She wears the necklace Mora gave her but hides it. 

At one point in Part 4, Bean admits to her father, Zog, that she is in love with Mora. He 
reveals to her that his first love was a mermaid, and adds that there is never a right time for love. 
Later, Bean avoids the pub and goes to the beach instead, believing she needs to "get over" Mora 
before it is "too late." 

In episode 8, one character tells Bean that his wife is bisexual. In the same episode, she 
has a nightmare with Mora telling her to wake up. In the final episode, Bean's toxic, and 
controlling, mother pushes her into the ocean. Once there, Mora pulls her close, with both 


kissing and embracing one another. 


Page 15 


Mora and Bean together in the final episode of Part 4 


The slow romance leaves a lot to be desired. Fans are rightly happy at the Morabeanie 
moments in Part 4, and have posted beautiful fan art. Even the official Instagram account 

Morabeanie fan art. The official Twitter account, when responding to a fan about Bean 
and Satan together, "I think she has her eyes on someone else...," hinting at Mora. Despite 
this, the moments Bean and Mora have together in the actual episodes are too far and few 
between. 

The romance between Mora and Bean is, perhaps, better than the slow-moving romance 
between ine. But, it seems like there was between Mora and 
Bean than in the recent episodes. There was a whole episode about it, "Last Splash." In 
the episodes that followed, Bean reflected on what happened, believing that it was not real. 

A major sub-theme of Part 4 of Disenchantment is Bean realizing she has feelings for 
Mora and trying to act on them. The plot focused more on Zog's new son, Jasper, manipulative 
beings like Freckles, and other lore than Bean's romance with Mora, or Mora's feelings for Bean. 

I wish there had been more "conversations about love, romance, and relationships" like 
those in the Part 3 episode, "Last Splash." Both actresses about romance in the 
episode. Hopefully, future episodes expand on the relationship between them, allowing Bean 


(and Mora) to be happy together. I'd like Bean to be more of a "mes ey 
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Other queer moments in the series were also minimal. For example, Odval and Sorcerio 
did not have many scenes where they experienced their time together. Furthermore, the series 
makes it clear that Jo and Porky are not a couple. Instead, Porky doesn't mind when Jo is taken to 
the mental asylum, in place of Zog, and seems glad he is gone. 

This means that the series is stating that Jo and Porky have a toxic relationship. This is 


like some descriptions of the Gem fusion between Lapis Lazuli and Jasper in Steven Universe. 


Bean, bisexuality, and pansexuality 
Part 4 of Disenchantment hints that Bean is bisexual. For Bean, gender does not seem to 


be a barrier to attraction. She has kissed a male elf, Elfo, and a female mermaid, Mora, and had 


various male callers in the past. 

Bean fulfills GLAAD's definition of someone who is bi. This means someone who has 
the "capacity to form enduring physical, romantic, and/ or emotional attractions to those of the 
same gender or to those of another gender." The organization also says that those who have "the 
capacity to be attracted to people of any gender" might consider themselves as part of the bit+ 
community, or use terms like pansexual, omnisexual, polysexual, and so on. 

You could say that she is only attracted to those of specific genders, with gender as a 
factor in attraction. This is further supported by Netflix Geeked describing her as a "new 
bisexual icon" and voice actress, Jacobson, as a bisexual woman. 

In Part 4, Bean said that she does not like labels. Some might guess that idea of 
pansexuality would draw her in. It has been described as a "sense of freedom" which validates 
the "fluidity of attraction...[with] no boundaries or limitations" by some people. You could argue 


that Bean is not limited by gender, sex, or gender identity in who she loves, and that she loves 


those of any gender. Even so, for those who are pansexual, there can still be "gendered elements" 


in a person's attraction toward someone else. 
Bean would likely not describe herself as "bisexual" or "pansexual." The creators have 
not directly addressed Bean's sexual orientation, just as Mike McMahan has not confirmed 


whether Beckett Mariner in Star Trek: Lower Decks is bisexual or pansexual. 


Abbi Jacobson recently described her role in voicing Bean in a recent interview. Jacobson 


said that she has been voicing Bean since 2017. She said that is "changing with the 
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character...grow[ing] and chang[ing] with them a little bit." She called it "a huge gig," saying she 
now feels "more confident with her" than in the past. 

She described how she has a similar vibe to Bean. She remarked that Bean's character 
development has included "Bean's finding her sexuality and that part of herself." She added that 
started to "lean toward" her in a way as a result, seeing even more similarities. Since Jacobson is 
one with the character and it is an inherent manifestation of her, it again confirms that Bean is 
bisexual. 

Jacobson added that she feels the "seeking, searching part of her, and finding your 
people." She argued that Elfo and Luci are her "chosen friends and found family," which she 
relates to more than anything else. 

Bean is not alone in this. Tamara in Star Wars Resistance and Reagan in Inside Job, both 
have chosen/found families of their own. Taken in this light, Disenchantment has a story that 
makes clear that the ones who accept and love people aren't always those who have the same 


blood. 


Drama, fantasy, adventure, and satire 

On February 9, 2022, Opie, tweeted that Part 4 was a mess, that the narrative is all over 
the place and said the jokes were "pretty sporadic." He added that something about the show kept 
him watching." 

Opie has a valid point. The narrative of Disenchantment moves rapidly. Even so, it stays 
together as one story. At the same time, the narrative could be stronger. There are some "subplots 
that fall flat" as one reviewer put it. 

Part 4 of Disenchantment emphasizes drama, fantasy, adventure, and satire more than 
comedy. There are some funny parts, like the scenes with Laughing Horse, Elfo chased by a 
boulder, and an elf admitting he writes "elf erotica." There is some morbid humor. For example, 
Stan the executioner (voiced by Noel Fielding) admits that he killed a teacher because she was 
starting a teacher’s union. 

The episodes are more serious than any of the other parts of the series. This tonal change 
may cause some to pull away from the series and not watch it. Even if this is the case, Part 4 is 


doing very well. New episodes are pulling in millions of viewers. 
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Despite the changed tone, family togetherness is a major theme. In Part 4, Elfo learns that 
his mother is an ogre named Grogda. She had sex with his dad, a traveling candy salesperson, 
and that they lived in the trees to hide from gnomes. But this didn't last. Their home was 
destroyed during a gnome attack. Elfo returned to Elfwood with his pop, while Grogda stayed 
outside. Later, he learns that Junior, an ogre he stabbed earlier in the series, is his half-brother. 
They agree to not fight one another, with Junior accidentally killing his stepfather. 

In another episode, Luci tells Bean that Dagmar sees her not as a person but as an 
extension of herself. He suggests she stop focusing on revenge, anger, and wrath if she wants to 
break free. In other episodes, Derek and Jasper, who are Zog's sons, take a dislike to each other 
at first. They later agree to work together. Both say they can hurt people better if they work 
together than if they are apart, with Elfo as their first victim. 


Art, animation, lore, voice acting, writing, and beyond 


Airship driven by Bean leaving Steamland 
The background art and animation are superb. This includes the art of Steamland, the 
steam-powered steampunk city. It is one of my favorite locations in the series. It first appears in 


episode 2 when Bean, Luci, and Jerry stumble into an elevator from Hell. I found it fascinating 
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that while Steamland is progressive on the surface, the steam which allows the city to run comes 
from Hell. 

It was funny to see Alva Gunderson (voiced by Richard Ayoade) watching cartoons. I 
loved seeing the splendor of Steamland. I also loved seeing his invention, a steam-powered 
wheelchair, which he dubbed the "ass chariot." The huge airship that Bean and her friends stole 
from him so they could get back to Dreamland, is a tremendous work of machinery and science. 
It is not immune from attack, however. In typical Disenchantment fashion, it is shot down, and 
Bean, and her friends, somehow escape. 

The design of Steamland makes me think of the mix of medieval and modern in High 


Guardian Spice. Disenchantment is a series that does something similar, blending both together. 


Some fan fiction writers on Archive of Our Own even focused on Steamland in their stories. 
Apart from Steamland, the background art of the series remains amazing. The storyboarders, 
animators, and background artists have done a great job. 

These episodes reveal a lot of lore. This begins with the elves attempting to find their 
legendary homeland which they believed was Dreamland. The airship from Steamland has 
settings like Dankmire, New Cremorium, Dullsville, Naked City, Twinkletown, and Oxnard. 

Bean is shown to have magical powers of some type. She is even able to heal scratches 
on her father's arm. In another episode, she touches a sword, and it flashes her back to the battle 
in the cove. We also learn that elves and trogs are interrelated. 

One of the strongest parts of Disenchantment is the voice acting. This is evident in Part 4. 
Voice talents of Jacobson, Horgan, Fulcher, Faxon, Herman, DiMaggio, and Montgomery stand 
out, as does the voice acting for supporting and minor characters. 

For instance, Mary (voiced by Lauren Tom), otherwise known as the mop girl, had a 
bigger part in this season. Oona (voiced by Tress MacNeille), the unnamed owner of a "freak 
show," and Stan the executioner (voiced by Fielding) stood out as well. 

Disenchantment's voice actors have appeared in animated series like Inside Job, 
Amphibia, Solar Opposites, The Great North, Housebroken, and Twelve Forever. This makes 
clear the strength of the show's voice cast. While the cast is not very diverse, it includes voice 
actors like LaMarr, Andre, and Ayoade who are Black men. 

The writers and directors of Part 4 episodes are a talented group of individuals. Of the 


eight episode directors, five directed Futurama episodes, and two worked on The Simpsons and 
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Drawn Together. Others worked on Sym-Bionic Titan, Bob's Burgers, and Rick and Morty. Only 
one, Ed Tadem, was new to animation directing and had not directed on any show previously. 


Two directors, Crystal Chesney-Thompson and Edmund Fong, are part of Rough Draft 


Studios which is producing the series. The same studio produced the original Star Wars: Clone 
Wars series, seasons of Futurama and subsequent made-for-TV films. 

The writers of Disenchantment Part 4 are similar. Of the show's nine writers, four wrote 
for Futurama. The others wrote for Simpsons video games (Jamie Angell) and Bob's Burgers 
(Jameel Saleem). One of the writers, Liz Suggs, has written for live-action series and is co- 
producer of an upcoming animated series, Wings of Fire. 

Saleem, a Black man, has a production company of his own named Black Bear and 
Fluffy. Adam Briggs is an Indigenous Australian rapper. Abe Groening is the son of Matt 
Groening. This series appears to be the first writing credit for Abe Groening. As such, the show 
has some diversity in the writers’ room, but could still do better. 

The music of Disenchantment fits with the story. It ties in with the opening sequence of 
each episode which previews what will happen in that episode. Mark Mothersbaugh is the series 
composer. He is the co-founder, keyboardist, and lead singer of Devo. He has worked on series 
such as Regular Show, Summer Camp Island, and Close Enough. As Groening described it, 
Mothersbaugh put together a "theme song that’s Eastern European brass band-klezmer with 


accordions and tubas." 


Future of Disenchantment 

Netflix will likely renew this animated series. Even though executives sometimes can 
make wild decisions and cancel shows, it is unlikely to happen with Disenchantment. After all, 
there is already nice fan merchandise, and the show seems to be getting a lot of attention. 

Although some vowed to stop watching the show because Andre is selling an edible 
NFT, it is extreme to boycott a show because of what one actor has done. For instance, I could 
stop watching Young Justice because Greg Cipes (who voiced Beast Boy) digests and expels 
crypto babble. If I decided to boycott it because of Cipes, I would miss out on stories featuring 
Halo/Violet (voiced by Zehra Fazal), a genderqueer character, and my favorite in the whole 


series. 
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Apart from the obvious continuation of the Bean-Mora romance, future stories could 


focus on Bean's possible ancestor, characters who were absent from Part 4 episodes, and Bean's 


attempt to retake the throne. That's only some of the many storylines for possible Parts 5 and 6. 

The show could be under strain because Futurama is coming back for an eighth season in 
2023 on Hulu. The return has been controversial because DiMaggio, who voices Bender, has not 
agreed to come back. This has led some to say that they would not watch the series unless he 
returns. 

Even so, there is a possibility of a crossover. Disenchantment references Futurama 
various times. This includes a reference to the Futurama episode "Devil's Things Are Idle 
Playthings," Doctor Zoidberg, Futurama comics, and Enos Fry. 

The creators of Disenchantment will be pushing for another season. A new season may 
be announced in the next few months and released sometime in February 2023 or March 2023. In 


February 2021, Josh Weinstein, one of the showrunners, said that if Netflix renewed 


Disenchantment, there would be two more 10-episode parts before the story came to an end. 
In the end, Disenchantment deserves a watch for its queer content, strong voice acting, 
storytelling, art, animation, writing, music, and focus on mental health. Disenchantment is 


currently streaming on Netflix. 


© 2022-2023 Burkely Hermann. All rights reserved. 
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Concluding Words 


Since February 2022, I have occasionally written about Disenchantment. This doesn’t 
include mentions of the series in reviews of Final Space (reposted in July 2022),. Star Trek: 
Lower Decks (reposted in August 2022), Inside Job (reposted in September 2022), High 
Guardian Spice (reposted in September 2022), the webcomic Odd Worlds (reposted in October 
2022), and gen:LOCK (reposted in November 2022), all of which I had written prior to February 
2022. The same was the case for my review of Arcane, also written before then, in which I noted 
that the steampunk feel of the upper city reminded be of Steamland in Disenchantment, a small 
mention in my review of The Great Jahy Will Not Be Defeated!, a mention in my post about 
LGBTQ representation in animation in 2021, or another mention about my review of the indie 
animation Metal Family which was published in January 2022. 


However, I did mention the series briefly in a review of Human Kind Of, in which I wrote 
“the animation of Human Kind Of is nothing on par with Arcane or Disenchantment, but it's 
adequate enough to tell the story.” I later briefly mentioned the series in my review of Kim 
Possible in March 2022 and had a section in my article about queer characters with trauma on 
the series, noting that Princess Bean isn’t alone with trauma, and the series is “not afraid to 
tackle mental health as a theme” and noted that many characters “experience physical violence, 
loss, and serious threats to their lives in more ways than one.” 


Otherwise, I have mentioned Disenchantment briefly in my review of Hamster & Gretel, 
compared the steampunk setting of Steamland (along with other locations) to the 1890s Victorian 
feel in Unicorn: Warriors Eternal, and mentioned Mora as a mermaid in my review of the 


Africanfuturist animated series, Kizazi Moto: Generation Fire. 


As the years go forward, I plan to mention the series again, no matter what, as it had a big 
impact on me, and hope that series in the future can surpass it, even after it comes to an end. 


- Burkely 


Hitt 
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